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Mayor

City of Mission Viejo uuus.

Mayor Pro Tem
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Council Member

Community Development Department Patricia Kelley

Council Member

Greg Raths
Council Member

TRANSMITTED VIA ARB WEBSITE PORTAL: SCOPING PLAN 2030

April 10,2017

Ms. Rahinder Sahota
California Air Resources Board
1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Ms. Sahota:

Subject: California Air Resources Board (ARB)

Draft 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update (January 20, 2017 Release):
City of Mission Viejo Comments

The City of Mission Viejo appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on the January 20,
2017 draft of the California Air Resources Board’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update.

The City of Mission Viejo has reviewed the key principles and strategies outlined in the 2017
Scoping Plan, and respectfully requests the Air Resources Board’s thoughtful consideration of
the City’s comments, as presented in the attached matrix (Attachment 1). Included in this matrix
is a re-statement and re-submittal of the City’s December 15, 2016 comments on the prior
Discussion Draft of the Scoping Plan Update, which outlines the City’s continued opposition to
the Scoping Plan’s “one-size-fits-all” greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals for local
jurisdictions. These comments are repeated with this transmittal, due to our concern that the
January 2017 draft of the Scoping Plan does not appear to have been modified to reflect a
consideration of these comments.

Should you have any questions on the City’s comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by
email at elister@cityofmissionviejo.org, or by phone at 949/470-3029. The City of Mission Viejo
looks forward to ARB’s proposed Final 2017 Scoping Plan Update.

Respectfully,

Elaine Lister
Director of Community Development

City of Mission Viejo
200 Civic Center ® Mission Viejo, California 92691 949/470-3053
http://cityofmissionviejo.org FAX 949/951-6176
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Attachments:
1) City of Mission Viejo Matrix of Review Comments
2) City of Mission Viejo 12/15/2016 Comment Letter

cc: Dennis Wilberg, City Manager
Keith Rattay, Assistant City Manager
Mark Chagnon, Public Works Director
Larry Longenecker, Planning & Economic Development Manager
Rich Schlesinger, City Engineer
Philip Nitollama, City Traffic Engineer
Denise Matson, Environmental Program Administrator
Marnie O’Brien Primmer, OCCOG Executive Director
Marika Poynter, OCCOG TAC Chair
Gail Shiomoto-Lohr, GSL Associates
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ATTACHMENT 2

Wendy Bucknum

City of Mission Viejo us.
O)§

Mayor Pro Tem

Greg Raths
Council Member

Community Development Department R

Council Member

Patricia Kelley
Council Member

December 15, 2016

Ms. Rahinder Sahota [rsahota@arb.ca.gov]
California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Ms. Sahota:

Subject: 12/02/2016 Discussion Draft: ARB 2030 Target Scoping Plan Update;
City of Mission Viejo Comments

The City of Mission Viejo has completed a preliminary review of the California Air Resources
Board’s 12/02/2016 2030 Target Scoping Plan, with particular attention on the recommended
local government greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) reduction goals.

Working within the constraints of your Agency’s two-week review period, this letter highlights,
from a local government perspective, two key comments with this new target-setting approach

for local government community-wide GHG emissions.

The City of Mission Viejo’s key comments are as follows:

1) Local Government Community-Wide GHG Emissions Reduction Goals: Uniform “One
Size Fits All” Per Capita Cap for California Cities and Counties

The 12/01/2016 Discussion Draft presents a radically new and different target-setting
approach for local jurisdiction GHG emissions reductions. The City of Mission Viejo
respectfully states its opposition to this new approach.

Previously, local government climate action plans worked with the framework of the
2008 AB32 Scoping Plan, which utilized an approach of establishing a baseline
community-wide GHG inventory of all sources of GHG emissions, projecting future
emissions for 2020 and 2035, and identifying relevant and feasible GHG reduction
strategies and measures to achieve a percentage reduction of GHG emissions as
compared to the baseline, for years 2020 and 2035.

ARB’s new approach, as recommended in the December 2016 draft of the Scoping Plan,
proposes to abandon the above-mentioned approach for reducing projected community-
wide GHG emissions. Instead, the Scoping Plan proposes that every jurisdiction be
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assigned an identical, tops-down derived, per capita “cap” target for Years 2030 and
2050.

The City of Mission Viejo finds this tops-down, uniform, “one-size fits all”” approach to
be inappropriate. This approach bears no relationship or recognition to differing local
conditions, settings, GHG-emitting sectors, and opportunities relevant to each individual
jurisdiction. The City believes that the specific choice of climate action plan targets
should be made at the local level, not the state level, and urges the Air Resources Board
to return to a locally-based baseline and establishment of workable targets derived from
the local conditions and constraints.

2) Funding for Local Government Climate Action Plans That Would Be Compliant with the
Recommended New Approach for GHG Emissions Reduction Goals:

The City of Mission Viejo commissioned its 2012 Sustainability Action Plan based upon
the 2008 Scoping Plan approach, at a cost of $200,000 in General Fund funds. This Plan
sets forth the City’s short-term and long-term strategy, by distinct sector, to reduce GHG
emissions out to Year 2035. The 2030 Target Scoping Plan Discussion Draft further
identifies that 42% of local governments in California have completed a climate
action/energy/sustainability action plan to address GHG emissions reductions based on
the 2008 Scoping Plan, and no doubt many additional jurisdictions have received funding
and are preparing such additional new plans now.

The City expresses significant concern over the funding implications of the
recommended approach for local government GHG reduction goals. This new approach
essentially makes obsolete current climate action plans and their associated target setting,
and in the spirit of “fair share” responsibility, the new approach assumes that local
governments would set course to assume the financial responsibility to prepare
new/updated climate action plans based upon the new cap thresholds and now for the
Years 2030 and 2050.

The Air Resources Board needs to be sensitive to the financial constraints of local
jurisdictions to perform updated Climate Action Plans, especially after already
completing such plans based upon the 2008 Scoping Plan approach. At minimum, any
final 2030 Target Scoping Plan Update should include a financial component that
commits available, non-competitive funding to all jurisdictions who seek to update their
adopted Plans to make them compliant with any adopted 2030 Scoping Plan Update.

In closing, the City of Mission Viejo appreciates the opportunity to review this important
document, and urges your Agency’s thoughtful reconsideration and approach on the target-
setting approach for local government community-wide GHG emissions reductions, as stated
herein. Further, the City of Mission Viejo respectfully observes that the abrupt, two-week review
period of this important discussion draft was not ideal; any potential impacts to local government
requirements, processes and finances should have been conducted within a broader net for
outreach and consultation, and with the conduct of timely public workshop(s) that would have
allowed for consideration of the public workshop information prior to any deadlines for public
comment.



Should you have any questions on the City’s comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by
email at elister@cityofmissionviejo.org, or by phone at 949/470-3029. The City looks forward to
the release and review of the January 2017 Proposed 2030 Target Scoping Plan.

With appreciation,

Elaine Lister
Director of Community Development
City of Mission Viejo

cc: Dennis Wilberg, City Manager
Keith Rattay, Assistant City Manager
Mark Chagnon, Public Works Director
Larry Longenecker, Planning and Economic Development Manager
Rich Schlesinger, City Engineer
Philip Nitollama, City Traffic Engineer
Denise Matson, Environmental Program Administrator
Marnie O’Brien, Executive Director, OCCOG
Marika Poynter, OCCOG TAC Chair
Gail Shiomoto-Lohr, GSL Associates





